
First Signal │press kit 

 
 

OFFICIAL TRAILER 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqytF6rYaiQ
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SYNOPSIS 
 

A global conflict was coming. When President Helen Colton arrived at the G-7 summit in Brussels, Belgium 
she was facing an international crisis with Russia’s annexation of Crimea.  But no sooner did she land 
when Elisabeth Seward, her National Security Advisor, informed her that General John Reager, the 
Commander of Air Force Space Command, wanted an immediate unscheduled meeting. As Colton and 
Seward secretly descend into a nearby bunker, Reager is reviewing the slide presentation he is about to 
give to the leader of the free world with the assistance of Major Ellen Sampson of Space and Missile 
Systems Center. But just as Reager advises Sampson on the nuances of Presidential diplomacy, their stoic 
world is interrupted by Cedric Yonah. Incensed by the intrusion of a civilian, Reager’s start of an 
interrogation falls short when Colton arrives and takes command of the moment. 
 
Awkward introductions present Yonah as a science advisor to Colton. But Reager immediately locks horns 
with the mysterious Yonah who comes across as neither present nor absent. Was it Yonah’s mid-thirties 
looks, Nehru styled suit and flagrant disrespect that bothered Reager or was it Reager’s four-star uniform 
that represented military power and overconfidence that offset Yonah? Regardless, their clash of 
personalities would soon have worldwide implications. 
 
With time short Colton instructs Reager to get on with his presentation. In military precision with each 
passing slide, Reager builds to the moment of revelation – an alien satellite is parked at LaGrange Point 2. 
Discovered when Sampson’s unit intercepted an alien signal through a military satellite, the decoded 
signal reveals all Earth orbiting satellites, military and civilian air traffic and weather forecasting models. 
But its greatest reveal—a flight plan of an unknown aircraft. 
 
Shocked by its revelation, Colton’s attempts to learn more results in a confrontation between Reager and 
Yonah who are both protecting their worlds. But what world is Yonah protecting? When an exasperated 
Reager literally orders Colton to sign a worldwide surveillance order to track down this alien presence, 
Yonah erupts into an impassioned plea citing world history and the oppression of millions based on fear 
of the unknown. The speech falls cold on Reager who dismisses Yonah as a pacifist. A reluctant Colton 
signs Operation Troy giving Reager near unlimited resources and funding to identify this alien threat. 
Upon signing, it’s Seward and Sampson that see Yonah go blank as he relives the horrors and sounds of a 
war fought over seventy years ago—a war he was in. 
 
As the meeting disbands, a dejected Yonah accepts a ride by an empathic Sampson under a previous 
order by Reager to learn more about him. As Reager leaves, Colton finds herself alone with Seward and 
informs her that she’s been aware of an alien presence on Earth since she assumed office. A stunned 
Seward follows Colton’s instructions to have two other world leaders join her to implement a plan to stop 
Reager before he inadvertently starts a war of biblical proportions. 
 
With Operation Troy now implemented, a nervous Yonah directs Sampson not to an airfield, but an actual 
field. As they awkwardly exit her vehicle and begin a slow methodical walk, Yonah attempts to recruit 
Sampson in a vain attempt for assistance to find his missing people and to defy Reager. Bewildered, angry 
and fearing a plot, Sampson states the she cannot pledge allegiance to Yonah on his words alone. 
 
It is in that moment than an unknown aircraft reveals itself. Shocked and confused, Sampson’s attempt to 
understand begs her to ask “Where are you from?” When Yonah responds “Earth” he hopes Sampson’s 
confusion abates with a gift that only NASA can authenticate. No sooner does she look up to thank him 
and a warping of air is all that’s left of Yonah and the mysterious aircraft. 
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TAGLINE 
 

An Alien Satellite. A Government Conspiracy.  
 

 
 

LOGLINE 
 

When Air Force Space Command receives a signal from an alien satellite in Earth orbit an emergency 
meeting with the President reveals a government conspiracy. 
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 

 
First Signal is a prequel to the first screenplay I wrote in 2006 titled First World. The genesis of the “First 
World Universe” revolves around what the Apollo missions first discovered on the Moon in July 1969 and 
then subsequently on Earth. 
 
I have always been a science fiction enthusiast, with some of my favorites in the genre having been 
produced in the 1950s (War of the Worlds), 60s (Fantastic Voyage) and 70s (Andromeda Strain). As a 
strong proponent of the space program, I was looking to create a story that married science fact with 
science fiction. 
 
The idea for First Signal came to me when I was working as an actor in the mock trial program at the 
Naval Justice School in Newport, Rhode Island. As we were largely in one, often windowless, room for the 
program, I revisited my notes from First World and came up with the prequel First Signal. My cinematic 
inspiration for a largely one room story was from the film Fail Safe. The goal was to incorporate the 
executive and military branches of government around their knowledge of an alien presence on Earth and 
what they are doing about it behind the scenes. 
 
I completed the screenplay in 2018. But it wasn’t until we started filming in 2019 did I realize that I wrote 
a story that also had a strong message about the plight of immigrants in a foreign land. In another 
interesting twist, I also realized that the underground bunker scenes represented the smallness of Earth 
compared to the vastness of space when the story goes to an open field at the end. 

 
Mark Lund (r) directing Conor Timmis at the Mass. Military History Exposition in Orange, MA 
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WRITER/DIRECTOR 
 

MARK LUND is an award-winning magazine publisher, three-time award 
nominated screenwriter, television personality, producer, director and writer. 
 

In 1993, Lund founded International Figure Skating magazine and built it into 
the world’s largest magazine for the sport and with it Ashton International 
Media into a $4 million enterprise that included six magazines along with a 
cruise travel and special events division. In 2002, Lund authored his first 
book Frozen Assets: The New Order of Figure Skating. 
 
Since 1994 Lund has been selected by television and media outlets to analyze 
the sport of figure skating. His most notable work came during the 2002 Winter 
Olympics, where he made over 220 appearances on domestic and international 
TV networks, including CNN, ABC, CBS, MSNBC, FOX, ESPN, BBC, NPR, CBC and 

CTV. His work in the sport of figure skating landed him as a judge on FOX’s Skating with Celebrities in 
2006.  
 
After Ashton International Media Lund founded Scene, a contemporary newsmagazine that was 
distributed in nine countries. During Ashton and Scene his production of direct response TV commercials, 
major events and video projects have been broadcast on ABC, ESPN, TBS, LOGO and Royal Caribbean 
International. 
 
Leaving Scene in 2006, Lund combined his passion for science fiction and space exploration and wrote the 
feature-length screenplay, First World.  Nominated for screenplay awards at the California Independent 
Film Festival, The Movie Deal and Fantastic Planet Film Festival, Lund condensed the story and produced 
a 25 minute short film version that screened at 20 sci-fi conventions in the United States, Australia, Japan, 
Great Britain, Ireland and India. First World was released on DVD and Hulu in 2009. In 2010 Lund wrote 
the screenplay Justice Is Mind based on thought-identification technology and neurolaw. 
 
In 2011 his e-book First World: Covenant, a prequel novella to the screenplay First World, was published. 
That fall, Lund produced and directed the short film Evidence based on Justice Is Mind. 
Premiering Evidence theatrically in early 2012 and with distribution through IndieFlix, Lund secured 
funding to produce the feature length version. Justice Is Mind had its world premiere at The Palace 
Theatre in Albany, NY on August 18, 2013 as part of the Capital District Film Festival.  To date, Justice Is 
Mind has had 21 screenings to enthusiastic audiences at select theatres, universities and sci-fi 
conventions with its international premiere on October 29, 2014 on Cunard Line’s Queen 
Elizabeth. According to IMDb, Justice Is Mind finished 2013 as the 8th “Highest Rated Independent Film 
Feature Films Released” and 2014 in the top half one percent of all entries. Justice Is Mind is now 
available on a variety of VOD platforms including Amazon Prime. 
 
From 2016-2018 Lund played an NCIS Special Agent in the Naval Justice School’s mock trial program. Lund 
directed the fourteen actors in the program on behalf of U.S. government contractors. It was during that 
program that Lund wrote First Signal.  In July 2019 Lund wrapped principal photography on First Signal. A 
prequel to First World, First Signal is scheduled for a 2020 release. 
 
Other projects in development through The Ashton Times include In Mind We Trust, the sequel to Justice 
Is Mind, and SOS United States a political thriller.  
 

www.markashtonlund.com  

http://www.amazon.com/Frozen-Assets-Order-Figure-Skating/dp/0972140204
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0496212/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LgejnOjw-ts
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1056062/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2289920/
http://www.amazon.com/First-World-Covenant-Mark-Lund-ebook/dp/B00522JCAA/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1449330842&sr=1-1&keywords=First+World+Covenant
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2117894/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2289920/
http://www.justiceismind.com/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00NIA1NA0?ref_=imdbref_ttwo_wn_rent_aiv_2&tag=imdbtag_ttwo_wn_rent_aiv-20
http://www.jag.navy.mil/njs.htm
http://www.jag.navy.mil/njs.htm
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7851428/
https://theashtontimes.com/in-mind-we-trust/
https://theashtontimes.com/sos-united-states/
https://www.markashtonlund.com/
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ABOUT THE FILM 
 

Produced in New Hampshire and Massachusetts with a New England based cast and crew, First Signal 
represents what is truly possible in the new digital age of independent filmmaking. 
 
The screenplay was 82 pages with a final running time of 1:42 or 102 minutes.  First Signal was filmed on  
Blackmagic pocket cameras.  
 
First Signal takes place in 2014 at the G7 summit in Brussels, Belgium. 
 
The entire story in First Signal takes place not only in the same day, but three minutes short of its 102 
minutes in running time. The film has two minutes of end credits and a one-minute post-credits scene.  
 
Principal photography commenced on May 6, 2019 with 17 consecutive and non-consecutive days of 
filming wrapping on July 21, 2019. 
 
Two locations were used. The primary location was The McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center in Concord, 
NH. The location served for the underground bunker scene and as Chièvres Air Base (exterior and 
interior). The location was ideal as the storylines in the film revolved around the space program and the 
air force, both of which are strongly featured at the Discovery Center. The second location was a large 
field in Orange, MA adjacent to the local airport. The field is managed by the Massachusetts Military 
History Exposition which performs WWII reenactments. Part of the First Signal story dates to WWII. 
 
First Signal is a prequel to Lund’s first screenplay First World. Written in 2006, nominated for three 
screenplay awards and produced as a short film in 2007, First World was set for feature film development 
and production in 2008. The global recession sidelined the project.   
 
Lund came up with the idea for First Signal when he met actress Patience McStravick at the Naval Justice 
School in Newport, RI when they were working as actors in their mock trial program. During the program, 
the actors would largely be in one room waiting to be called to the mock courtrooms. After discussing 
ideas for a story that takes place largely in one room, Lund revisited his notes from First World and came 
up with the prequel First Signal. Lund hopes that interest in First Signal leads to the development of 
future installments. The sequel to First Signal has been written. Titled First Launch, the story takes place 
before events in First World. To learn more about the “The First World” universe, please click this link.  
 
McStravick introduced Lund to cinematographer Daniel Groom. Lund saw McStravick in Groom’s short 
film They Don’t Know.   
 
Adam Starr created the visual effects for First Signal. Starr, an Emmy Award winning cinematographer, 
has created the VFX for all of Lund’s films. Their collaboration goes back to the late 1990s when Starr 
created a corporate promotional video for Lund’s then publishing company.  
 
First Signal marks Lund’s third collaboration with composer Daniel Elek-Diamanta. Diamanta scored 
Lund’s first feature film Justice Is Mind and his short film Serpentine: The Short Program.  
 
Over ten years after playing Prime Minister Allison Colby in First World, Lindy Nettleton reprised the 
character in First Signal. Michael Anthony Coppola who played a secret service agent in First World, 
returned to First Signal as Senator Hadrian. 
 

https://www.firstsignalmovie.com/universe
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MEDIA AND ACCOLADES 
 

First Signal enjoyed a variety of media placements during and post production. 
 

WMUR9-ABC 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Cinema Magic at the Discovery Center” 
-Concord Monitor 

 

“On Location” 
-Hippo Press 

 

“Sci-fi movie ‘First Signal’ filming in Orange” 
-Greenfield Recorder 

 

“That’s a wrap: Sci-fi movie ‘First Signal’ films at Orange airport” 
-Athol Daily News 

 

“First Signal Preview” 
-TV Grapevine 

 

“Trailer Drops for Mark Lund's Sci-Fi First Signal” 
-Britflicks 

 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=L4GkklKdt6Q&feature=emb_logo
https://www.concordmonitor.com/Concord-NH-feature-film-shot-at-Christa-McAuliffe-Discovery-Center-26438934
http://www.hippopress.com/contents/2019-06-06
https://www.recorder.com/Scifi-movie-filming-in-Orange-Saturday-27075626
https://www.atholdailynews.com/-First-Signal-sci-fi-movie-films-in-Orange-27164784
https://tvgrapevine.com/2020/02/first-signal-preview/
https://www.britflicks.com/blog/post/10084/Trailer-Drops-For-Mark-Lunds-Sci-Fi-FIRST-SIGNAL/
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STILLS 
 

The select stills are from the feature film First Signal. For additional stills please visit the gallery page on 
www.firstsignalmovie.com. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.firstsignalmovie.com/
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WHERE SCIENCE FACT MEETS SCIENCE FICTION 
 

First Signal combines the achievements of the Apollo space program with the possibilities of an alien 
presence on Earth. 
 
The Apollo Space Program 
 

The Apollo program, also known as Project Apollo, was the third United 

States human spaceflight program carried out by the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), which succeeded 

in landing the first humans on the Moon from 1969 to 1972. First 

conceived during Dwight D. Eisenhower's administration as a three-

person spacecraft to follow the one-person Project Mercury, which put 

the first Americans in space. Apollo was later dedicated to President John 

F. Kennedy's national goal of "landing a man on the Moon by the end of 

this decade and returning him safely to the Earth" in an address 

to Congress on May 25, 1961. It was the third US human spaceflight 

program to fly, preceded by the two-person Project Gemini conceived in 

1961 to extend spaceflight capability in support of Apollo. 

Kennedy's goal was accomplished on the Apollo 11 mission when astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz 

Aldrin landed their Apollo Lunar Module (LM) on July 20, 1969, and walked on the lunar surface, 

while Michael Collins remained in lunar orbit in the command and service module (CSM), and all three 

landed safely on Earth on July 24. Five subsequent Apollo missions also landed astronauts on the Moon, 

the last, Apollo 17, in December 1972. In these six spaceflights, twelve men walked on the Moon.1 

Alien Presence on Earth 
 

Aliens definitely exist, Britain's first astronaut has said -- and it's 
possible they're living among us on Earth but have gone undetected so 
far. Helen Sharman, who visited the Soviet Mir space station in 
1991, told the Observer newspaper on Sunday that "aliens exist, there's 
no two ways about it." 
"There are so many billions of stars out there in the universe that there 
must be all sorts of different forms of life," she went on. "Will they be 
like you and me, made up of carbon and nitrogen? Maybe not." Then, in 

a tantalizing theory that should probably make you very suspicious of your colleagues, Sharman added: 
"It's possible they're here right now and we simply can't see them." Sharman was the first of seven 
Britons to enter space. The chemist spent eight days as a researcher on the space mission when she was 
27, making her one of the youngest people to enter orbit. 
NASA rovers are trawling Mars for evidence of past or present life forms, but humankind's endless 
fascination with extraterrestrial life forms has so far proved fruitless. Sharman is not the only person to 
speculate that we've had brushes with aliens, though. A former Pentagon official who led a secret 
government program to research potential UFOs, revealed in 2017, told CNN at the time that he believes 
there is evidence of alien life reaching Earth. 2 

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_program 
2 https://www.cnn.com/2020/01/06/uk/helen-sharman-aliens-exist-scli-scn-gbr-intl/index.html 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_spaceflight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moon_landing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidency_of_Dwight_D._Eisenhower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_Mercury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_F._Kennedy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_F._Kennedy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_Gemini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neil_Armstrong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buzz_Aldrin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buzz_Aldrin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_Lunar_Module
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Collins_(astronaut)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lunar_orbit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_command_and_service_module
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronaut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_17
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Apollo_astronauts#Apollo_astronauts_who_walked_on_the_Moon
https://cnn.com/2019/09/20/us/ufo-sightings-history-scn-trnd/index.html
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2020/jan/05/astronaut-helen-sharman-this-much-i-know
https://cnn.com/2019/02/28/world/nasa-rovers-atacama-desert-scn/index.html
https://cnn.com/2017/12/18/politics/luis-elizondo-ufo-pentagon/index.html
https://cnn.com/2017/12/18/politics/luis-elizondo-ufo-pentagon/index.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_program
https://www.cnn.com/2020/01/06/uk/helen-sharman-aliens-exist-scli-scn-gbr-intl/index.html
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STARRING 
 

PAUL NOONAN (General John Reager) 
Paul is a full time, SAG-E actor currently based in the Boston area who also 
frequently works in the New York market. First Signal is Paul’s first feature film 
in a leading role. Having taken a long hiatus from acting to work in the 
corporate world, Paul re-entered the acting world full time 2 years ago and has 
enjoyed success in TV, film, commercials and theatre. In that time, Paul has 
signed with an agent, booked hundreds of projects ranging from guest-star and 
co-star roles on Investigation Discovery, the Travel Channel and FX to appearing 
in regional network commercials around the country. Paul has also appeared in 
multiple award-winning feature length and short films and was a ‘Best Actor’ 
Semi-Finalist at the Hyperwave Film Awards out of LA for his role as David in the 
award-winning short film Get Up Eight. He is also a resident and Associate 

Artistic Director of True Repertory Theatre in Kingston, MA. For more information, please visit 
www.paulnoonanactor.com 
 

CONOR TIMMIS (Cedric Yonah) 
Conor discovered his love for acting watching the films of Boris Karloff and 
studying theater under the late Clark Bowlen at Manchester Community College 
in Connecticut.  After college Conor appeared in Community theater 
productions across Connecticut such as The Crucible, Our Town, Come Blow 
Your Horn, The Last Night of Ballyhoo and Stalag 17.  His very first screen role 
was as the infamous ‘John Wilkes Booth’ in the short film Booth directed by 
Vatche Arabian.  In 2004 Conor had the honor of being one of the last actors to 
screen test at Warner Bros. for the role of Superman/Clark Kent in Superman 
Returns. Conor recently starred opposite John Savage (The Deer Hunter) and 
Corbin Bernsen (Major League) in the sci fi feature film Sensory 
Perception.  Conor is best known for his portrayal of Hollywood legend Boris 

Karloff in Kreating Karloff and directing the award-winning Korean War documentary Finnigan’s War 
narrated by Mark Hamill (Star Wars).  He studied acting under Emmy winner Michael Imperioli (The 
Sopranos) and Canedy Knowles (The Black List). For more information, please visit IMDb 
 

WENDY HARTMAN (President Helen Colton) 
Born in Brockton, Mass., Wendy was the youngest of four siblings. Watching 
her mother perform at a young age inspired Wendy to dream one day of 
becoming a performer herself. She attended Bridgewater State University 
where she majored in Speech Communication and Broadcasting with a focus in 
French language. Wendy was crowned Miss Brockton and was a contestant at 
the Miss Massachusetts USA Pageant 1990. After college, she was drawn to Los 
Angeles where she worked as a promotional spokesperson at live events while 
pursuing small roles and continuing training on her craft. After 5 years in LA, 
Wendy returned home to New England to be near her family and start one of 
her own. Then in 2009, she was drawn back to acting and has been consistently 
working in films, television, and commercial projects throughout the region. 

Her proudest achievements include being selected to be featured on the cover of Imagine magazine in 
the September 2015 issue and winning Outstanding Lead Actress in a Drama Series at LAWEBFEST in 2015 
for her lead role in the award-winning web series, Family Problems.  For more information, please visit 
www.wendyhartman.com 

http://www.paulnoonanactor.com/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1784926/
https://www.wendyhartman.com/
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PATIENCE McSTRAVICK (Major Ellen Sampson) 
Patience McStravick is an actress, producer and United States Army Veteran 
based on the East Coast who has appeared in a variety of commercials and 
industrials and has also played various dramatic roles in both television and film. 
She can be seen in the upcoming Science-Fiction film First Signal as the 
character of Major Ellen Sampson and is also one of the film’s producers. After 
serving in the military, Patience studied acting at The New York Conservatory for 
Dramatic Arts in New York City and has continued her training with Straeon 
Acting Studios under the tutelage of Jock MacDonald. Patience is best known for 
her role as Kate Warne in the Emmy Award winning television program, Assassin 
Nation and independent film roles as Lori Rustcraft in They Don’t Know and Dr. 
Bartlett in Alternate Ground. As an avid traveler, For more information, please 

visit www.patiencemcs.com 

 
STEPHANIE EATON (National Security Advisor Elisabeth Seward) 
Stephanie has focused on her acting career for the past six years and has 
worked both in front of, and behind the camera, playing various acting roles, as 
well as functioning as script supervisor and script editor. She has appeared in 
several film projects ranging from independent films, shorts and feature length 
films, to web series, music videos, industrials and commercials. She has also 
played a wide range of characters, which has allowed her to effectively and 
passionately demonstrate her range through diverse roles. She is most notably 
known for the Fox Family ’s 2001 reality show Scariest Places on Earth, Magnolia 
Lane Plantation episode. Stephanie has also been cast in several local theatre 
productions over the years, playing such roles as Ms. Hannigan, in Annie, Jan, in 
a Bedroom Farce, and Darlene, in The Imposter. She studied acting at HB Studio 

in New York, and at the North Shore Music Theatre, in Beverly, MA. For more information, please visit 
IMDb 

CO-STARRING 
 
CHRIS GOODWIN ......................................................................................... James Griffin 
 
MICHAEL ANTHONY COPPOLA .................................................................... Senator Paul Hadrian 
 
YEFIM SOMIN .............................................................................................. President Sergei Tupolov 
 
LINDY NETTLETON ....................................................................................... Prime Minister Allison Colby 
 

FEATURED 
 
DAVID AFFLICK ..............................................................................................................William Solomon  
 
DAVID MATTHEW JENKINS ..........................................................................................Secret Service Agent 
 
GLENN PICKERING ........................................................................................................European Reporter 
 
CARISSA ROY .................................................................................................................Technician 
 
JEFF BOUFFARD, ELI WARD, AJ CVAN .........................................................................Secret Service Agents 

http://www.patiencemcs.com/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm7229878/


First Signal │press kit 

THE CREW 
 

DANIEL GROOM (Director of Photography)  

Daniel Groom is from Randolph, Mass. He graduated from the New England 

Institute of Art with a bachelors in Digital Film and Video Production in 2015. 

During this time, he worked with Veronica Robles on her Telemundo 

television program Orale con Veronica as a field camera operator. He 

accompanied the host, Veronica, and captured footage from live events 

organized by the Latino community, primarily in Boston and all over 

Massachusetts. Since then, he has produced and directed several short films 

now available on Amazon. In 2019, he completed production on his first 

feature film, Alternate Ground. The world premiere took place in March 

2020 and has gone into the film festival market with several official 

selections. For more information, please visit www.paefilms.com 

 

DANIEL ELEK-DIAMANTA (Composer) 

Daniel Elek-Diamanta is an accomplished award-winning contemporary 

composer for film and television based in England. He is best known for his 

music in movies such as Mark Lund’s debut feature film Justice Is Mind, Don 

Sano’s The Book of Judith and Magnus Wake’s psycho thriller feature Dark 

Sense (based on the best-selling novel First and Only by Peter A. Flannery). 

He has also composed numerous TV commercials most notably for client 

IKEA. Daniel spent his childhood tinkering with the piano and mastering the 

extraordinary ability to play music by ear. Now in his thirties and working 

from a home studio, he has harnessed his ability with the use of state-of-the-art, industry standard 

equipment, including customized high-end synthesizers and a vast array of VST instrument sample 

libraries to compose his music. Most of Daniel’s sample libraries have been recorded at sound studio’s in 

New York, Los Angeles and London by leading industry professionals.  For more information, please visit 

IMDb 

 

ADAM STARR (Special Effects Supervisor) 

Emmy Award winning cinematographer, Adam Starr's work has been 

showcased on major broadcast and cable networks and theatrically. Even 

the high seas have been "graced" by Adam's creative vision - playing aboard 

Royal Caribbean International cruise ships. His concentration is on strong 

original cinematic imagery. As such, much of his work is executed through 

the format of music videos. He has created music videos for country, hip-

hop, gothic, and pop artists including work for the group Sister Sledge (We are Family). Adam also works 

heavily in visual effects, animation and 3D for web, TV and cinema. In 2007 his work was awarded "Best 

Documentary" in a 2007 HBO Film Competition for Lest We Forget-The Black Holocaust a film which he 

directed, photographed and edited. In 2009 Adam's cinematography work was displayed at the Museum 

of Fine Arts Boston in an animation festival. He also won an Emmy Award for a television campaign for 

the MFA Boston titled, The Look and has also been twice nominated for commercials with FOX Sports. 

Starr wrote, filmed and produced the feature film CO2 and has worked with writer/director Mark Lund on 

numerous projects. Specifically, Starr directed Lund’s First World and was the special effects supervisor 

on Justice Is Mind. For more information, please visit IMDb 

https://www.paefilms.com/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm5174854/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0823453/


First Signal │press kit 

TIM HAGGERTY (Colorist) 

A 2002 graduate of Keene State College’s film program, Tim has been working 

in film and video production professionally for nearly two decades. He has 

served on crews in a variety of capacities on everything from corporate videos 

to live theatre & events to narrative shorts to independent features.  Since 

2011, he has been the technical director of Flickers:  The Newport Film-Video 

Society & Arts Collaborative which most notably hosts the Rhode Island 

International Film Festival.  He has also served on the Flickers advisory board for 

several years and works on the tech crews of film festivals throughout New 

England.  For more information, please visit tmichaelhaggertyproductions.com 

 

 
MARK LUND .................................................................................... Executive Producer/Writer/Director 
 
DANIEL GROOM.............................................................................. Producer/Cinematographer/Editor 
 
PATIENCE McSTRAVICK .................................................................. Producer 
 
DAN EATON .................................................................................... Producer 
 
MISSI EATON .................................................................................. Producer 
 
DANIEL ELEK-DIAMANTA ................................................................ Composer/Sound Mixer 
 
ADAM STARR .................................................................................. Special Effects Supervisor 
 
TIM HAGGERTY ............................................................................... Colorist/Camera Operator 
 
JOSHUA G. HILL .............................................................................. Boom Operator 
 
AIDAN KING .................................................................................... Boom Operator 
 
KATIE DOUCETTE ............................................................................ Boom Operator 
 
JEREMY BLAIKLOCK ......................................................................... Camera Operator 
 
CASE MERRICK ................................................................................ Camera Operator 
 
KATHERINE PEREIRA ....................................................................... Camera Operator 
 
DYLAN BOHORQUEZ ....................................................................... Continuity 
 
ALICIA SARDAGNOLA ...................................................................... Continuity 
 
LAUREN SARDAGNOLA ................................................................... Continuity 
 
JESSICA HOULIHAN & JASON MOORE ............................................ Production Assistants 
 

https://tmichaelhaggertyproductions.com/
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RESOURCES 
 

Official Website    www.firstsignalmovie.com/ 
 
IMDB listing    www.imdb.com/title/tt7851428/ 
 
Official Facebook www.facebook.com/First-Signal-1872126406143516/ 
 
Official Twitter twitter.com/FirstSignalFilm 
 
Media      www.firstsignalmovie.com/media  
 
Still Requests    Mark Lund at markashtonlund@gmail.com  
 
Interview Requests Mark Lund at markashtonlund@gmail.com. To speak to a specific 

actor or crew member, please send your request via email and it 
will be forwarded to the appropriate party (or their 
representative). 

 
 
 

 
 

First Signal publicity still 
The McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center 

Concord, NH United States 
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